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Introduction
B\ b\ ;

All praise is due to Allah the Lord of the Worlds, and I bear witness that there is no
Deity worthy of worship except Allah alone without a partner and I bear witness that
Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger.

As for what follows:

This is a reminder - and a reminder benefits the believer - in regards to the affair of the
Fajr prayer, performing it on time, attending it in congregation in the houses of Allah
with the Muslims, along with some of the important issues related to it. I have restricted
myself in this treatise to the evidences except for what is necessary for clarification. The
origin for this work was a Friday sermon [I delivered] and I desired to publish the
original due to its general benefit, as advice to the Muslims, to alert the heedless, and
awaken those who are asleep.

The People of Knowledge have affirmed that from the greatest of actions with Allah, the
Exalted - for the one who wants the face of Allah - is awakening the heedless and

advising the Muslims.

So I ask Allah to make it sincerely for His Face, and to benefit others by this advice: its
author, its reader, and its publisher.

And Allah praise is due to Allah the Lord of the Worlds.
Written by:

Abu Muhammad Abdullah bin Lamh al-Khawlaani
In Dammaj in the year 1430 H. Then I revised it for publication in Makkah on 1/4/1439 H



The Status of the Obligatory Prayers
The prayers have a great status and high level in all of the Legislations of the Prophets.

% Verily a servant’s success and failure revolves around it:
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Successful indeed are the believers. Those who offer their Salat (prayers) with all
solemnity and full submissiveness [23:1-2]

% The prayer is the greatest of the action-based pillars of al-Islam after the two
Testimonies of faith. It is reported in the two Saheehs on the authority of
Abdullah bin Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet (£):
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Al-Islam has been built on five [pillars]: testifying that there is no deity worthy of
worship except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, establishing the
salah (prayer), paying the zakat (obligatory charity), making the hajj (pilgrimage) to the

House, and fasting in Ramadan'’

% The Prophet (¥) took the pledge of allegiance to establish it and guard it. As
Jareer bin Abdillah (may Allah be pleased with him) said:
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I gave pledge of allegiance to the Messenger of Allah (¥) to establish the prayer, give
Zakat, and to give advice to every Muslim?

% It is the first thing a servant will be held accountable for on the Day of Judgement
as the Prophet (%) said:
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' Reported al-Bukhari (no. 8) and Muslim (no. 16)
2 Reported al-Bukhari (no. 524) and Muslim (no. 56)



The first thing for which a person will be brought to account for on the Day of
Resurrection will be his prayer®

% Prayer is light as it is reported by Imam Muslim* on the authority of Abu Malik
al-’Ashari (may Allah be pleased with him) who said: the Messenger (£) said:
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Purity is half of iman (faith). ‘Alhamdulillah (praise be to Allah)’ fills the scales, and
‘Subhanallah (Glorified is Allah from every imperfection) and ‘Alhamdulillah (praise be
to Allah)’ fill that which is between the heaven and the earth. And the salah (prayer) is a
light, and charity is a proof, and patience is illumination, and the Qur’an is a proof

either for you or against you. Every person starts his day as a vendor of his soul, either
freeing it or causing its ruin

% Prayer is a proof for its people on the Day of Judgement due to the Hadith
reported by Imam Ahmad® on the authority of Ka’b bin ‘Ujrah (may Allah have

)

mercy upon him) that the Prophet (%) said:
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The prayer is a proof

This Hadith is long and the point of reference from it is the above mentioned
[statement].

% Prayer is a means for the expiation of the sins of a servant

Allah, the Exalted said:
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3 Reported by Ahmad in the Musnad (5/72) and its chain is Saheeh
4 Hadith (no. 223) and the Hadith is Saheeh
5 In the Musnad (3/321) with a Hasan chain of narration



And perform As-Salat (Igamat-as-Salat), at the two ends of the day and in some hours of
the night [i.e. the five compulsory Salat (prayers)]. Verily, the good deeds remove the evil
deeds (i.e. small sins). That is a reminder (an advice) for the mindful (those who accept
advice) [11:114]

The reason for its revelation is as comes in the Two Saheehs® from the Hadith of Ibn
Mas’ud (may Allah be pleased with him):
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That a man kissed a woman and then came to Allah's Messenger (£) and told him of
that. So the [verse] was revealed to the Prophet (¥) about him “And perform As-Salat
(Igamat-as-Salat), at the two ends of the day and in some hours of the night [i.e. the

five compulsory Salat (prayers)]. Verily, the good deeds remove the evil deeds (i.e.
small sins). That is a reminder (an advice) for the mindful (those who accept advice)

[11:114]. The man said: Is this instruction for me only?' The Prophet (£) said, "It is for all
those of my followers who encounter a similar situation."

»

It is reported by Muslim’ on the authority of Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with
him) that the Messenger of Allah (£) said:
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Should I not direct you that by which Allah expiates the sins and elevates the ranks (of a
man). They (the Companions) said: Yes, O Messenger of Allah. He (#) said: Performing
the ablution thoroughly despite hardships, increasing the steps towards the masjid, and
waiting for the next prayer after observing a prayer, and that is Ribaat.

It is reported in the Two Saheehs® on the authority of Abu Hurairah (may Allah have
mercy upon him) that he heard the Prophet (¥) saying:

¢ Reported by al-Bukhari (no. 526) and Muslim (no. 276)
" (no. 251)
8 Reported by al-Bukhari (no. 528) and Muslim (no. 667)
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If there was a river at the door of anyone of you and he took a bath in it five times a day,
would you notice any dirt on him?" They said, "Not a trace of dirt would be left." The
Prophet (¥) added, "That is the example of the five prayers with which Allah blots out

(annuls) evil deeds

It was reported in Muslim® on the authority of Abu Hurairah (may Allah have be pleased

with him) that the Messenger of Allah (#) said:
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The five (daily) prayers, and from one Friday prayer to the (next) Friday prayer, and from
Ramadan to Ramadan are expiations for the (sins) committed in between (their intervals)
provided one shuns the major sins

% Itis a means for the Angels seeking forgiveness for the servant due to what is
reported in the Two Saheehs' on the authority of Abu Hurairah (may Allah be

pleased with him) that the Prophet (¥) said:
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A man's prayer in congregation is more valuable than twenty degrees and some above
them as compared with his prayer in his house and his market. For when he performs
ablution doing it well, then goes out to the masjid, and he is driven (to do so) only by (the
love of congregational) prayer, he has no other objective before him but the prayer. He
does not take a step without being raised a degree for it and having a sin remitted for it,
till he enters the masjid. When he is busy in prayer after having entered the masjid, the
angels continue to invoke blessing on him as long as he is in his place of worship.
saying: ‘O Allah, show him mercy, and pardon him! Accept his repentance’. [And the

% (no. 233)
' Reported by al-Bukhari (no. 477) and Muslim (no. 649)



angels continue this supplication for him] so long as he does not do any harm in it, or as
long as his ablution is not broken.

% It is a means for the elevation of the servant in the worldly life and the hereafter:

It is reported in Muslim' on the authority of Thawbaan and Abu Darda (may Allah be
pleased with them both) that the Prophet () said:
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Make frequent prostrations for Allah, for verily you will not make one prostration for
Allah except Allah will raise you in degree and remove a sin from you due to it

" (no. 488)



The Command to Pray the Fajr Prayer

Allah, the Exalted said:
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So bear patiently (O Muhammad) what they say, and glorify the praises of your Lord
before the rising of the sun, and before its setting [20:130]

Before the rising of the sun: is the Fajr prayer as comes clearly in the Hadith of Jareer
(may Allah be pleased with him).

And the Exalted said:
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Perform As-Salat (Igamat-as-Salat) from mid-day till the darkness of the night (i.e. the

Zuhr, 'Asr, Maghrib, and 'Isha’' prayers), and recite the Quran in the early dawn (i.e. the

morning prayer). Verily, the recitation of the Quran in the early dawn is ever witnessed
(attended by the angels in charge of mankind of the day and the night) [17:78]

That is: the statement: “recite the Quran in the early dawn” - is joined to the phrase
“perform the prayer”. It was also said: it is in accusative form in order to notify the
addressee about the recommendation of holding fast to it. That is: upon you is the
recitation in the early dawn. The intent is the Fajr prayer and the prayer is expressed as
recitation because it is part of it. It is not valid except with it. And the legislation to
prolong the recitation of the Quran in it [i.e. the Fajr prayer| is greater than in the other
prayers .

Allah, the Exalted said:
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And perform As-Salat (Igamat-as-Salat), at the two ends of the day and in some hours of
the night [i.e. the five compulsory Salat (prayers)]. Verily, the good deeds remove the evil
deeds (i.e. small sins). That is a reminder (an advice) for the mindful (those who accept
advice). And be patient; verily, Allah loses not the reward of the good-doers [11:114-115]



One of the ends of the day contains the Fajr prayer and in this verse is the command to
establish it. There will come [in this treatise] many evidences all showing the command
to perform the Fajr prayer and specifically to attend it.



Its Name

Ibn Rajab (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “The Fajr prayer is called the Fajr
prayer. Allah, the Exalted said:

Al B3 g os
Before Fajr (morning) prayer [24:58]
It is also called Subh prayer and the Ahaadith on that are many"'

Ash-Shafi’ee (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “I do not love to to call it
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(3)a&d) 33ba)”. And some of our companions (i.e. the Hanaabilah) disliked it too. However

there is no proof for his statement and the Ahaadith prove otherwise®” *

'2 Some of it will come during this treatise
'3 Some of it will come during this treatise
4 Fathul Baari (3/218)-Chapter: The time for Fajr
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The Virtue of the Fajr Prayer

Evidences are reported in the Quran and the Sunnah that prove the virtue of this prayer.
From those evidences are:

Allah took an oath by it in His Noble Book

Allah, the Exalted said:

Al

By Fajr [89:1]

The Fajr, upon which this oath is taken in this verse, is the well-known Fajr. It is dawn
according to the majority of the Mufasiroon®. During this time, the Fajr prayer occurs.
So the verse includes an oath upon the time period and the prayer because it is a
virtuous prayer.'® So perhaps that is the intent of the Scholars who interpret the verse to
mean the Fajr prayer.”

The Angels Attend it

Allah, the Exalted said:

And recite the Quran in the early dawn (i.e. the morning prayer). Verily, the recitation of
the Quran in the early dawn is ever witnessed (attended by the angels in charge of
mankind of the day and the night) [17:78]

The majority of the Mufassiroon mention that the Angels attend the Fajr prayer and
clear Ahaadith have come on it.

On the authority of Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) who said: I heard the
Messenger of Allah (¥) say:

5 Fathul-Qadeer (5/577)

'® See: Badaa’i at-Tafseer of Ibn al-Qayyim (5/205) and Tayseer al-Kareem (853)

" This was reported by Ibn ‘Abbas, Qatadah, and ‘Tkrimah. See: Tafseer Ibn Jareer (24/344), Tafseer
al-Qurtubi (20/36), Tafseer Ibn Katheer (14/337), and al-Lubaab (20/309)
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'The reward of a prayer in congregation is twenty five times greater than that of a prayer

offered by a person alone. The angels of the night and the angels of the day gather at the

time of Fajr prayer.' Abu Hurairah then added, "Recite if you wish "Verily, the recitation
of the Qur'an in the early dawn (Fajr prayer) is ever witnessed." [17:78]"®

On the authority of Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Messenger
of Allah (%) said:
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Angels come to you in succession by night and day and all of them get together at the
time of the Fajr and " Asr prayers. Those who have passed the night with you (or stayed
with you) ascend (to the Heaven) and Allah asks them, though He knows everything
about you well, "In what state did you leave my slaves?" The angels reply: "When we left
them, they were praying, and when we reached them, they were praying.”

(&89 means alternation. That is: that every Angel comes after the other.

Ibn Rajab (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “It is carried to mean that these

Angels are the (&daal) and they are the Angels who guard. It can also be carried to

mean that they are the Angels that record the deeds.”®

What is apparent is that they are other than the Angels who guard a person because
such Angels do not separate from a servant.”!

The attendance of the Angels is only in the congregations in the Masaajid* and it is the
chosen opinion of Imam al-Bukhari (may Allah have mercy upon him). He places a
chapter heading for the first Hadith saying: “Chapter: the virtue of the Fajr prayer in

congregation”®

'® Reported by al-Bukhari (no. 648) and Muslim (no. 649)
¥ Reported by al-Bukhari (no. 555) and Muslim (no. 632)
20 Fathul-Baari (3/136)

2 Fathul-Baari of Ibn Hajar (2/47)

22 See: Fathul-Baari of Ibn Rajab (3/140)

23 Fathul-Baari (2/178/Hadith no. 648)
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So the Angels attend this prayer due to its virtues and they bear witness in front of our
Lord - for the one who attends it - that they are from the People of worship and prayer.

So how can a Muslim be okay with being absent from the prayer in congregation which
is asked about everytime?!

How far is this from success and how near is it to misery
! Allah, the Exalted said:
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And be not like those who forgot Allah (i.e. became disobedient to Allah) and He caused
them to forget their own selves, (let them to forget to do righteous deeds). Those are the
Fasiqun (rebellious, disobedient to Allah) [59:19]
And He says:
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(Allah) will say: "Like this, Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs,
revelations, etc.) came unto you, but you disregarded them (i.e. you left them, did not
think deeply in them, and you turned away from them), and so this Day, you will be

neglected (in the Hell-fire, away from Allah's Mercy)." [20:126]

So recompense is in according to the type of action and your Lord does not oppress
anyone.

Praying it in the Congregation is Equivalent to Standing Half of the Night

On the authority of ‘Uthmaan bin ‘Affan (may Allah be pleased with him) who said: I
heard the Messenger of Allah (¥) say:
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Whoever prays the 'Isha’ prayer in congregation, then it is as if he prayed half the night.

And whoever prayed the Fajr prayer in congregation, then it is as if he prayed the whole
night*

24 Reported by Muslim (no. 656)
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The intent by his (¥) statement: “The whole night” is that if he prays the Fajr prayer
also, then the second half is completed. So he obtained the reward as if he stood the
entire night. This is clear in the version of the Hadith reported by Ahmad in the Musnad
»_ This Hadith has parallels such as :
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Whoever offers the funeral prayer, for him is (the reward of) one girat; and he who
follows the bier until it is placed in the grave, for him (is the reward of) two qirats

That is: he obtains another qirat, so it completes two girats®
This is a great virtue that is necessary for a Muslim to be eager for and to seek the

reward with Allah, the Exalted. Allah will not make loss the deeds of those who perform
it in the best of manners.

25 (1/68)
% This was mentioned by an-Nawawi in Sharh Muslim (2/398) Darul-Khair print: under Hadith (no. 776)
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The Encouragement and Incitement for It

% On the authority of Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) who said that
the Messenger of Allah (¥) said:
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If the people knew the reward for pronouncing the Adhan and for standing in the first
row (in congregational prayers) and found no other way to get that except by drawing
lots, then they would draw lots. If they knew the reward of the Dhuhr prayer (in the
early moments of its stated time), they would race for it (i.e. go early) and if they knew
the reward of "Isha and Fajr prayers in congregation, they would come to offer them,
even if they had to crawl.”’

The statement of the Prophet (¥): “even if they had to crawl” is a great encouragement

and emphasised incitement to attend the congregational prayer with the Muslims such
that if he is not able to do so, he should crawl on his knees. How about if he is healthy

and safe and he is capable of coming with his feet without any difficulty? How about if
he is a neighbour of the Masjid, facing it? And then he is absent from it?

‘Isha prayer and Fajr prayer have been specified with this virtue because they are in a

difficult time for some people to attend, especially the Fajr prayer which is in the time
of deep sleep and the soul inclines towards comfort. And in Allah refuge is sought.

2" Reported by al-Bukhari (no. 615) and Muslim (no. 437)
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The Benefits of Attending the Fajr Prayer
Whoever Guards the Fajr Prayer Will Awake in the Protection of Allah

% On the authority of Jundub bin Abdillah (may Allah be pleased with him) that he
said: that the Messenger of Allah (¥) said:
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Whoever prayed the morning prayer (in congregation), he is in fact under the protection
of Allah. And it can never happen that Allah should demand anything from you in
connection with the protection (that He guarantees) and one should not get it. And then
He would then throw him in the fire of Hell*®

% On the authority of Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) who said: the
Prophet () said:
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"Whoever prays Subh, then he is under the protection of Allah, so do not infringe at all

upon Allah's protection."”

These two Hadiths include a great benefit which encourage a Muslim to pray Fajr with
the Muslim congregation. That is: he begins his day by adhering to the command of
Allah, the Exalted and responds to His call for him, (and so) he seeks refuge in Allah, the
Exalted. So, Allah then grants him refuge. So it is not necessary for anyone to expose
harm to him. Whoever dares that, then Allah the Exalted will seek His right and
whoever Allah seeks will not find anywhere to flee to nor escape.

In the Hadith is a severe threat for the one who subjects the believers to evil and also
the emphasis for attending the Fajr prayer.®

2 Reported by Ahmad (4/312-313), Muslim (no. 657), at-Tirmidhi (no. 222)
2 Reported by at-Tirmidhi (no. 2164)
30 See: al-Muthim (2/282)
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Whoever Guards it will Awake Energetic and in Good Spirit

On the authority of Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet ()
said:

B (3835 3 ok 0 il 33EE I8 &y B0 G5 AU 3h 13 AaaT Ll 86 e (U ke
o)) Gl Uyt iald 33k i) T G Bakie clal) Uagh (b aie Gl o (838 Bl
S ) Gl el 313

Satan puts three knots at the back of the head of any of you if he is asleep. On every knot
he reads and exhales the following words, '"The night is long, so stay asleep.' When one
wakes up and remembers Allah, one knot is undone; and when one performs ablution,

the second knot is undone, and when one prays the third knot is undone and one gets up
energetic in good spirits in the morning; otherwise one gets up in bad spirits and lazy™

In this Hadith are many great statements of knowledge and which deserve to be
reflected upon. Our point of reference from this Hadith here - O my brother Muslim
(may Allah facilitate for me and you) - is that the Prophet (¥) reported that the Shaytan
dominates over a servant to make him join his army and lead them to heedlessness and
the Hellfire. If a servant remembers Allah, the Exalted, Shaytan does not have authority
over him.

The Hadith also includes [the benefit] that whoever does what is mentioned above when
awakening from sleep: mentioning Allah, making wudu, praying Fajr, then a person will
become energetic for what will come of other acts of worship, such as the other prayers.
For verily he will be accustomed to the acts of worship until they become like a drink to
him. So, he will go out to them yearning for them and he will not dispense without
them. [This is] unlike the one who submits to his enemy, then he will be in bad spirits
and bad manners, far away from Allah, lazy from the acts that please Allah, the
Almighty, the Majestic.

Attending the Fajr Prayer is a Cause for Blessings

The Prophet (¥) said: )
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3 Reported by al-Bukhari (no. 1142) and Muslim (no. 776)
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O Allah, bless my people in their early mornings®

That is: in what they do in the early morning. 3S3)): is between the Fajr prayer and the

rising of the sun.

al-Munaawi (may Allah have mercy upon him): “This Ummah is blessed in the early
morning and it is most deserving for a servant to seek provision in this time which is
blessed. However, he should not go until after the sun rising. Before that, he should
remain remembering Allah and seeking forgiveness until the sun rises as the Chosen
one (%) used to do”*

Walking to it is Light for a Servant on the Day of Judgement

On the authority of Buraidah al-Aslami (may Allah have mercy upon him) that the
Prophet (¥) said:
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Give good tidings to those who walk to the mosques in darkness of having a perfect
t34

light on the Day of Judgmen
This Hadith is like His statement:
LAY 3] V) 135
Is there any reward for good other than good? [55:60]
Allah is the most Honorable of the honorable, the Most Merciful of the merciful. so that
servant who faces some difficulty to attend the Fajr prayer and perhaps does so in the

dark, then the Lord, Exalted will reward him with perfect light on the Day of Judgement.
It is the Day of horrors and darknesses [as Allah says]:
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32 A Saheeh Hadith. It has come from a twenty odd Companions (may Allah have mercy upon them) and I
have written a separate Juz on it

% Fayd al-Qadeer (1/394)

3% Reported by Abu Dawood (no. 561) and at-Tirmidhi (no. 223) with a Hasan chain
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On the Day when the hypocrites men and women will say to the believers: "Wait for us!
Let us get something from your light!" It will be said: "Go back to your rear! Then seek a
light!" [57:13]

Guarding the Fajr Prayer is From the Means to Enter Paradise
On the authority of Abu Musa (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet (¥) said:
Whoever prays the two cool prayers (" Asr and Fajr) will go to Paradise®

Ibn Rajab (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “The two cool prayers are the Fajr
prayer and the ‘Asr prayer because they are prayed in the cool times of the day in the
beginning and end”*

That is: whoever prays Fajr and ‘Asr because they are in the cool parts of the day where
the air is good and the heat is gone.

In the Hadith is a promise of Allah, the Exalted that whoever holds fast to these two
prayers - and the remaining prayers - with the Muslim congregation will enter Paradise.
In it is an indication and glad tiding towards a good ending for whoever observes that.
With that meaning comes the Hadith:

2
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Whoever goes towards the masjid in the morning or evening, Allah would arrange a
feast® for him every morning or evening in Paradise®

The origin of (§2)) is going out in the early morning

% Reported by al-Bukhari (no. 574) and Muslim (no. 635)

36 Fathul-Baari (3/216)

3 1t is what is prepared for a guest upon his arrival

% Reported by al-Bukhari (no. 662) and Muslim (no. 669) on the authority of Abu Hurairah (may Allah be
pleased with him)
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It is a Means for Salvation from the Hellfire, the Abode of Destruction

'Umara bin Ruwaiba (may Allah be pleased with him) said: I heard the Messenger of
Allah (#) saying:
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Whoever observes prayer before the rising of the sun and its setting, (i.e. the dawn
prayer and the afternoon prayer) will not enter the (Hell) fire. A person belonging to
Basra said to him: Did you yourself hear it from the Messenger of Allah (¥)? He said:

‘Yes’. The person (from Basra) said: I bear witness that I heard it from the Messenger of

Allah (¥). My ears heard it and my heart retained it*

This Hadith reports in it, from the Prophet (¥), to guard the two prayers and to be
consistent upon them due to them being a means to be saved from the Hellfire. Whoever
is saved from it enters Paradise.

What do you want after this: to be be saved from the Fire and to enter the Paradise?
Who will answer the call?

The Fajr Prayer is a Means to Seeing Allah, the Exalted

In the Two Saheehs on the authority® of Jareer bin Abdillah (may Allah be pleased with
him) who said:
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We were with the Prophet () and he looked at the moon (the full-moon) and said,
'Certainly you will see your Lord as you see this moon and you will have no trouble in

% Reported by Ahmad (3/261) and Muslim (no. 634). This Basari man is a Companion as you see. He made
clear he heard from the Prophet (#) and it has come in some authentic versions of the Hadith that his
name was Isma’eel. Hafidh mentioned it in al-Isaabah (1/65)

40 Reported by al-Bukhari (no. 554) and Muslim (no. 644)
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seeing Him. So if you can avoid missing a prayer before the sunrise (Fajr) and a prayer
before sunset (" Asr), then you must do so

[That is: ‘Asr and Fajr].

Then he recited: “Glorify the praises of your Lord, before the rising of the sun and
before (its) setting”

Ibn Battal (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “In the Hadith is the excellence of
hastening and guarding the Fajr prayer and ‘Asr prayer, and that will obtain a person the

opportunity to see Allah on the Day of Judgement”.*!

al-Khattabi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “This proves that seeing Allah is
obtained through guarding these two prayers”.*

Ibn Rajab (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “So if you can avoid missing a prayer
before the sunrise (Fajr) and a prayer before sunset (" Asr), then you must do so” is a
command to guard these two prayers, and they are the Fajr prayer and the ‘Asr prayer. In
it is an indication of the great value of these two prayers and that they are the most
honorable of the five prayers. So like this, it was said about each of them: it is the best
prayer. The opinion that the greatest prayer is other than one of these two has not
support for it.

It was said in the relation to guarding these two prayers, after the mention seeing Allah,
that the greatest of what is in Jannah is seeing Allah, the Almighty, the Majestic. And
the most honorable of the actions in the worldly life are these two prayers. So it is hoped

that due to them one will enter Paradise and see Allah, the Almighty, the Majestic in it”.
43

Benefit:

Hafidh Ibn Rajab (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “This Hadith is a text in the
affirmation of the believers seeing their Lord in the hereafter as that is proven by His
statement, the Exalted:

41 Sharh al-Bukhari (2/199)
42 Fathul-Baari of Ibn Hajar (2/46)
43 Fathul-Baari Ibn Rajab (3/136)
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Some faces that Day shall be Nadirah (shining and radiant). Looking at their Lord (Allah)
[75:22-23]

And it is understood from His statement in regards to the disbelievers:
Gushoddal da s g3 08 41 38
Nay! Surely, they (evil-doers) will be veiled from seeing their Lord that Day [83:15]

Ash-Shafi’ee (may Allah have mercy upon him) and others said: “When Allah veiled
Himself from His enemies out of wrath, then it indicates that His allies will see Him out
of pleasure”.

The Ahaadith on seeing Allah are very many and al-Bukhari (may Allah have mercy
upon him) mentioned some of them at the end of the Saheeh in ‘Kitab at-Tawheed’. The
Pious Predecessors have agreed on that from the Companions (may Allah be pleased
with them) and those who follow them in good from the Imams and their followers.

Only the sects of the people of innovation opposed it from the Jahmiyyah, al-Mu'tazilah,
and their likes from those who reject the authentic texts due to corrupted imaginations
and false doubts. Shaytan imagines it for them, so they hasten to accept it from him.
They are mistaken to think that these authentic texts necessitate falsehood and they call
it tashbeeh or tajseem, so they flee from it, just like he made the polytheists before them
imagine that worshipping the idols and the likes of that is venerating Allah, and that
one cannot reach Him except through an intermediate who is worshipped in order to
draw near to Him. Shaytan made an analogy for them with the human kings and they
answered and accepted it from him. Verily Allah sent the Messengers and revealed the
Books to invalidate that, so whoever follows what they came with, then he is guided, and
whoever turns away from it or objects, then he is misguided”.**

4 Fathul-Baari (3/133-134). See: Majmoo’ al-Fataawa (6/423)
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The Threat for the One who Abandons the Fajr Prayer

Al-Bukhari (may Allah have mercy upon him) reported® the Hadith of Samurah (may
Allah be pleased with him) - a long Hadith on a dream - in it he (¥) said:
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Last night two persons came to me (in a dream) and woke me up and said to me,
'Proceed!' I set out with them and we came across a man lying down, and behold,
another man was standing over his head, holding a big rock. Behold, he was throwing
the rock at the man's head, injuring it. The rock rolled away and the thrower followed it
and took it back. By the time he reached the man, his head returned to the normal state.
The thrower then did the same as he had done before. I said to my two companions,
'Subhan Allah! Who are these two persons?...As for the first man you came upon whose
head was being injured with the rock, he is the symbol of the one who studies the
Qur'an and then neither recites it nor acts on its orders, and sleeps, neglecting the
enjoined prayers.

This is a severe warning and we ask Allah for safety from it. It is in regards to the one
who deliberately misses the obligatory prayers due to sleep until the time exits.

al-Muhallab (may Allah have mercy upon him): “This Hadith is directed towards missing
the Fajr prayer because Allah emphasised guarding it and the Angels gather for it. It is
also [applicable] to the remaining prayers if they are missed.”*

45 (no. 7047)
46 See: Sharh Saheeh al-Bukhari of Ibn Battal (3/136)
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The Dispraise For the One who is Absent from the Fajr Prayer

% On the authority of Ibn Masud (may Allah be pleased with him) who said:
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A person was mentioned before the Prophet (¥) and he was told that he had kept on

&

sleeping till morning and had not got up for the prayer. The Prophet (¥) said, "Shaytan

urinated in his ears."*

Ibn Mas’ud (may Allah be pleased be with him): “It is sufficient as an evil for a person

that Shaytan urinates in his ears”*

Some of the Scholars have carried this Hadith to mean the one who sleeps on ‘Isha
prayer, and it was also said: sleeping on the night prayer, and it was also said: the one
who sleeps on the Fajr prayer.

Some people have carried it upon its apparent meaning. It was said the meaning is (that)
Shaytan corrupted him or it is an euphemism for Shaytan belittling him and playing
around with him.

Al-Qurtubi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “It is correct to keep the Hadith upon
its apparent meaning if there is no impossibility of it [occurring]. Shaytan does that to
disrespect a person. It is possible to carry the Hadith upon a more vast meaning. So the
meaning would be (then) that he slept the entire night and did not wake up during the
adhan of the mu’adhins. So it is as if Shaytan urinated in his urine”.

[ say there is no harm that the Hadith be carried upon its apparent meaning and it is
what ‘Allamah Ibn ‘Uthaymeen (may Allah have mercy upon him) was certain about.

47 Reported by al-Bukhari (no. 1144) and Muslim (no. 774)
48 Sharh al-Bukhari of Ibn Battal (3/136)
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Being Absent From the Fajr Prayer is From the Signs of Hypocrites

% On the authority of Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) who said that
the Messenger of Allah (¥) said:
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The most burdensome prayers for the hypocrites are the ‘Isha prayer and the Fajr
prayer. If they were to know the blessings they have in store, they would have come to
them, even by crawling. I intended that I should order the prayer to be commenced and
command a person to lead people in prayer. Then I should go along with some people
who have a bundle of firewood with them to the people who have not attended the
prayer (in congregation) and I would burn their houses with fire*

In another version:
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By Him, in Whose Hands my soul is, if anyone of them had known that he would get a
bone covered with good meat or two (small) pieces of meat present in between two ribs,
he would have turned up for the Isha prayer.

Ibn Hajar (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “In the Hadith is an indication of the
dispraise for those missing from the prayer due to him (%) describing them with having
eagerness for something petty from food or amusement along with negligence in what

will obtain them high ranks and honorable stations”

% Ahmad reported in the Musnad® on the authority of Abu Umayr bin Anas from
his uncles who were from the Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) that
the Prophet (¥) said:

49 Reported by al-Bukhari (no. 644) and Muslim (no. 651)

50 Fathul-Baari (2/170)
51 (5/57/20580) and its chain of narration is Saheeh. Our Shaikh al-Waadi’ee (may Allah have mercy upon

him) mentioned it in al-Jaami’ as-Saheeh (2/155)



26

slal) 5 ruall $5ba day (3ilia Lad dgd ¥
A hypocrite does not attend them both [that is: Fajr and ‘Isha prayer]
Abu Bashir (one of the narrators) said: “that is: such a person does not observe them”

% Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) said:
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If a man was missing from ‘Isha prayer and the Fajr prayer, then we used to have bad
thoughts about him™

% It was reported in Muslim® in his Saheeh on the authority of Abdullah bin Masud
(may Allah be pleased with him) that he said:
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Whoever likes to meet Allah tomorrow as Muslim, he should guard these prayers when a
call is announced for them. For Allah has laid down for your Prophet (£) the paths of
right guidance, and these (prayers) are among the paths of right guidance. If you were to
pray in your houses as this man who stays away (from the masjid) prays in his house, you
would abandon the practice of your Prophet (¥), and if you were to abandon the practice
of your Prophet (¥), you would go astray. No man purifies himself, doing it well, then
goes out to one of these masjids except Allah records a good for him for every step he
takes and raises him a degree for it, and effaces a sin from him for it. I have seen the
time when no one stayed away from it, except a hypocrite, who was well known for his
hypocrisy, whereas a man would be brought swaying (due to weakness) between two

men till he was set up in a row.

%2 Saheeh. I have mentioned the Takhreej of this narration in my book Opinion - Its Types and Its Rulings
53 (no. 654)
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These Ahaadith are apparent in indicating the dispraise for being absent from the Fajr
prayer, and describing such an act as hypocrisy. In Allah refuge is sought. In it is also a
severe threat for that. Also it shows the eagerness of the Companions (may Allah have
mercy upon him) for attending this prayer and having concern for it.

Leaving Off Fajr Prayer Leads One to Be in Bad Spirits and Laziness

On the authority of Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet ()
said:
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Satan puts three knots at the back of the head of any of you if he is asleep. On every knot
he reads and exhales the following words, 'The night is long, so stay asleep." When one
wakes up and remembers Allah, one knot is undone; and when one performs ablution,
the second knot is undone, and when one prays, the third knot is undone and one gets

up energetic in good spirits in the morning; otherwise one gets up in bad spirits and
lazy.>*

He (¥) said about the one who slept on the prayer: “that he will awake in bad spirits and
lazy”. So the Hadith benefits us that a person’s laziness regarding the Fajr prayer will
lead to laziness, weakness, and bad spirits. When he misses an act of obedience, then he
will become lazy from many acts of good and drawing near to Allah. Perhaps it can be
carried to mean the one who leaves off the obligations.

He (%) said about the one who established the prayer: “He will be wake up energetic
with good spirits”. That is: energetic for what is upon him of the other acts of worship
from prayers, etc. [These are| good spirits due to his happiness with what Allah
facilitated for him of acts of worship, and for the reward prepared for him, and the
removal of the knots of Shaytan from him. In prayer itself there is a secret to good
spirits. It leads us to having energy in the body, good spirits, forgiveness for sins, and
raising of degrees.

% Reported by al-Bukhari (no. 1142) and Muslim (no. 776)
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Sleeping on the Fajr Prayer is Heedlessness and is From Shaytan

On the authority of Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet ()
said:
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We stopped for rest along with the Messenger of Allah (¥) and did not awake till the sun
rose. The Apostle of Allah (%) then told us that everybody should take hold of his camel
by the head, for it was the place where devil had visited us. We did accordingly. He then
called for water and performed ablution and then performed two prostrations. Ya'qub
said (in another version): Then he prayed (performed) two prostrations. then takbir was
pronounced for prayer and then he offered the morning prayer (in congregation).

Ibn Rajab (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Abu Dawood reported on the
authority of Abu Hurairah (may Allah have mercy upon him) that the Prophet () said:
“Move from this place of yours which heedlessness has afflicted you in it”. A group of
the Scholars have recommended, for the one who slept in a place until the time of prayer
exited, to move from that place. From them are ash-Shafi’ee and Ahmad. Ibn Abdul Barr
quoted a group who obligated that and a group of Scholars who obligated to move from
that valley which the Prophet (¥) slept in specifically. A group said it is not
recommended because it cannot be said that Shaytan is present in a place except
through revelation. It is a weak opinion because every deep sleep which leads to the
prayer time being missed is from Shaytan. The Hadith proves that it is necessary not to
pray in every place in which a servant is heedless from prayer until he misses its time,
whether that is due to sleep or other than it. And Allah knows best”. [See: Fathul-Baari
of Ibn Rajab (5/118)].
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Verily We Heard a Wonderful Quran

Allah informed [us] about a group from a Jinn that they heard the Prophet () reciting
the Quran in prayer, so they believed [in him]. Allah, the Exalted said:
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And (remember) when We sent towards you (Muhammad) Nafran (three to ten persons)
of the jinns, (quietly) listening to the Quran, when they stood in the presence thereof,
they said: "Listen in silence!" And when it was finished, they returned to their people, as
warners. [46:29]

And Allah says:
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Say (O Muhammad): "It has been revealed to me that a group (from three to ten in
number) of jinns listened (to this Quran). They said: 'Verily! We have heard a wonderful
Recital (this Quran)! [72:1]

This recitation which they heard was in the Fajr prayer as comes in al-Bukhari> on the
authority of Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) who said:
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The Prophet (¥) set out with the intention of going to Suq ' Ukaz (market of *Ukaz) along
with some of his companions. At the same time, a barrier was put between the devils
and the news of heaven. Fire commenced to be thrown at them. The Devils went to their
people who asked them, "What is wrong with you?". They said, "A barrier has been
placed between us and the news of heaven. And fire has been thrown at us." They said,

% (no. 773) and Muslim (no. 449)
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"The thing which has put a barrier between you and the news of heaven must be
something which has happened recently. Go eastward and westward and see what has
put a barrier between you and the news of heaven." Those who went towards Tuhama

came across the Prophet (%) at a place called Nakhla and it was on the way to Suq "Ukaz
and the Prophet (¥) was offering the Fajr prayer with his companions. When they heard
the Qur'an they listened to it and said, "By Allah, this is the thing which has put a
barrier between us and the news of heaven." They went to their people and said, "O our
people; verily we have heard a wonderful recital (Qur'an) which shows the true path; we
believed in it and would not ascribe partners to our Lord." Allah revealed the following
verses to his Prophet (¥) (Sura 'Jinn: 1). "Say: It has been revealed to me." And what was
revealed to him was the conversation of the Jinns.

Miscellaneous Issues Related to the Fajr Prayer
Its Time

% Jabir bin Abdillah (may Allah be pleased with him) said:
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The Messenger of Allah (¥) used to pray the Subh prayer in the darkness before dawn

What this Hadith proves is correct in the issue. It is the opinion of the majority of the
Scholars that Fajr is prayed at the beginning of its time after the true dawn is
ascertained. It is not delayed until the brightness of the sunrise appears.

Prolonging the Recitation in It

On the authority of Abu Barzah al-Aslami (may Allah be pleased with him) who said:
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He (¥) used to offer the morning prayer. A man would leave the prayer and he could

recognize the person sitting beside him. He (¥) used to recite between 60 to 100 verses

in one or both the rak “at.""’

% Reported by al-Bukhari (no. 560) and Muslim (no. 646)
5" Reported by al-Bukhari (no. 548, 771), Muslim (no. 647)
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Ibn Battal (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “The Scholars agreed that the longest

recitation in the prayers is in the Fajr prayer™®

It is recommended for the Imam to recite in the first rak’ah of Fajr prayer on the day of
Jumu’ah surah as-Sajdah and in the second rak’ah surah Insaan due to what is reported in
the Two Saheehs on the authority of Abu Hurairah (may Allah have mercy upon him)
who said: that the Prophet (%) used to recite them in the Fajr prayer™

The Virtue of the Fajr Sunnah Prayer, How to Pray It, and What is Recited in It

% On the authority of ‘Aisha (may Allah have mercy upon him) that the Prophet (%)
said:
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The two rak'at at dawn are better than this world and what it contains®
% On the authority of ‘Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her) said:
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The Prophet (¥) was never more regular and particular in offering any voluntary prayer
than the two rak "at [before| the Fajr prayer®

% On the authority of ‘Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her) said:
MAERLS 1Y) o 13) AR o) L) aluag 4 ) (sl 44 sl OIS

The Messenger of Allah (¥) used to observe the two [voluntary] rak'at of Fajr when he
heard the adhan and he shortened them®?

In a version:

A aly Lagd 108 38 0681 ) i caddd

%8 Sharh al-Bukhari (2/385)

% al-Bukhari (no. 891) and Muslim (no. 880). See: al-Mughni (3/252)
€0 Reported by Muslim (no. 725)

¢1 Reported by al-Bukhari (no. 1169) and Muslim (no. 724)

62 Reported by Muslim (no. 724)
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He (¥) shortened them (to the extent) that I (out of surprise) said: ‘Did he recite in them
Surah Fatiha (only)’?

% Abu Huraira reported that the Messenger of Allah (£):
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Recited in the two (voluntary) rak'at of the dawn (prayer):" Say: O Disbelievers," (109)
and" Say: He is Allah (the) One" (112)

% On the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) that he reported:
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That the Messenger of Allah (¥) used to recite in first of the two (voluntary) rak'at
[before] the Fajr prayer:"Say: We believed in Allah and what was revealed to us..." [2:136]
and in the second of the two: "I believe in Allah and I bear testimony that we are
Muslims" [3:42]

% A person restricts himself to the two Rak’ah after the emergence of the dawn and
he hastens to the obligatory prayer. He should not perform the voluntary prayer
at that time [i.e. after the Fajr] due to the prohibition on that is reported from Ibn
‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him):
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There is no Salat after Al-Fajr (begins) except two prostrations®
At-Tirmidhi (may have mercy upon him) said: “It is what the People of Knowledge have
agreed upon: the dislike of a man praying after the emergence of the Fajr except the two

rak’ah of Fajr”.

It was commented by others in regards to the consensus Imam at-Tirmidhi reported
here. What is correct is that it is the statement of the majority.

63 Reported by at-Tirmidhi (no. 419) and it is Hasan based on corroborating reports. See: al-Irwaa (no. 478)
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Prayer After Fajr Prayer

% On the authority of Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) who
said: the Prophet (%) said:
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There is no prayer after the morning prayer till the sun rises and there is no prayer after
the ' Asr prayer till the sun sets®

This Hadith benefits us with the prohibition of prayer after the Fajr prayer until the sun
rises the length of a spear. The intent is voluntary prayer in general. As for what has a
reason, then it is allowed to pray in that time according to the correct opinion, such as
Tahiyatul Masjid. It is allowed to pray the funeral prayer after Fajr prayer until the sun
is rising and a consensus was recorded on that.

Whoever Misses the Two Rak’ah Before Fajr, When Does He Pray Them?

Shaikhul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyah (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Delaying making

up the Sunnah of Fajr until the sun rises is more deserving than praying it before it

rises”®

This is the chosen opinion of the majority. However, it is permissible to make it up after
prayer, especially if he fears he will not be able to pray it after the sun rises. This is due
to the Prophet (¥) praying the Sunnah Raatibah of Dhuhr after ‘Asr because he was
preoccupied from it by the delegation of Abdul-Qais as reported in al-Bukhari.

Remaining in the Masjid After It

% On the authority of Jabir bin Samurah (may Allah be pleased with him):
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He (the Prophet) (£) used to sit at the place where he observed the dawn prayer till the
sun rose. When the sun had risen, he would stand and they (his Companions) would talk

6 Reported by al-Bukhari (no. 586) and Muslim (no. 827) and in this chapter are many authentic texts
85 Sharh al-Umdatul (2/419)
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about matters (pertaining to the days) of ignorance, and they would laugh (on these
matters) while (the Holy Prophet) only smiled®

% On the authority of Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) that the
Messenger of Allah (¥) said:

apgmﬁuumsumgu.uyw\@hwam,sume.‘mmummuuw
AP AN

Whoever prays Fajr in congregation, then sits remembering Allah until the sun has
risen, then he prays two Rak'ah, then for him is the reward like that of a Hajj and
Umrah complete, complete®’

€ Reported by Muslim (no. 670)
67 Reported by at-Tirmidhi (no. 586) and it is a Hasan Hadith due to corruporting routes and chains. See:
as-Saheeha (no. 3403)
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It is a means for Salvation from the Hellfire, the Abode of Destruction

It is a means to seeing Allah, the Almighty, and Sublime
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